
 

 

GEOG/URPL 505 (Spring 2010) 
CITIES AND DEVELOPMENT  

Schedule: W 7:45-9:40 am, Rm 388 Science Hall 
Revised 11 March 

 
Contact Details 
 
Instructor:  Professor Kris Olds 
Office:    Rm. 346 Science Hall 
Office Hours:   W 3:00-5:00 pm, or by appointment 
Tel:    262-5685 
Email:    kolds@wisc.edu  
Course site:  http://geogurpl505.wordpress.com/ 
 

 
 
Chicago, September 2009 © Kris Olds 
 
Description:  This course examines the relationship between cities and the “development” 
process. Global scale assessments of urbanization processes lay the context for detailed 
analyses of issues such as the role of the state in the development process, the relationship 
between cities and citizenship, postcolonial urbanism, transnational urbanism, and city 
futures. While these are long-standing issues of debate in various disciplines, and in 
interdisciplinary networks, our interest will be in recent work that addresses new 
theoretical, methodological and empirical questions, or else select “classics” that have had 
lasting impacts. 
 
Please note that this is a truly interdisciplinary course, and I am happily open to students 
registering in it from virtually any discipline. The key thing is that you love cities in all their 
glories and horrors. As Peter Hall (in his 1998 epic Cities and Civilization, p. 989) puts it:  
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Earthy utopias they were not, places of stress and conflict and sometimes actual misery 
they certainly were. Those who find them distasteful or disagreeable can – and will – get 
out of them to arcadian suburbs and garden cities; and policies should help them do so, 
if that is what they want. Cities were and are quite different places, places for people 
who can stand the heat of the kitchen: places where the adrenalin pumps through the 
bodies of the people and through the streets on which they walk; messy places, sordid 
places sometimes, but places nevertheless superbly worth living in, long to be 
remembered and long to be celebrated. 

 
I would also like to reinforce that that this course is designed for students with wide ranging 
geographical and historical foci. For example, lessons from all of these texts can be applied 
to the development and implementation of research projects in other places or historic 
periods. The research papers can also focus on any city-region, related development 
process (e.g., rural-urban migration), or theoretical or methodological approach. 
 
Readings and Schedule:  This seminar is reading and discussion intensive. A sample of 
research monographs, representing work in several disciplines, will be assigned to ensure 
we cover a series of interrelated themes. Each text will receive one to two (depending on 
the nature of the text) weeks of course time. The geographic and temporal terrain that the 
empirical and theoretical material is drawn from extends from 18th century London to 21st 
century Pacific Asia, Europe and North America.  
 
The Spring 2010 course texts are listed below.  For the benefit of those of you deciding on 
whether or not to take the course, I have also included brief synopses of each text that 
were extracted from the respective book jackets or publisher’s web sites (though slightly 
edited).  
 
The texts will be available at Rainbow Bookstore Cooperative, 426 W. Gillman (just off of State 
Street). I do realize this is a large number of books, especially for the undergraduates 
registered in the course. I have therefore attempted to ensure that the selected texts are 
relatively cheap and in paperback form. Rainbow will also attempt to offer you discounts off 
of the publisher-listed price if at all possible. All of the texts, apart from those that are 
freely available on the web, will be placed in the Geography library (2nd floor, Science Hall) 
under short-term (two hour) loan. 
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SCHEDULE 
 

PART I – LAYING CONTEXT & STARTING CLOSE TO HOME 
 
Week 1: January 20 
Note: no required readings. Class starts at 8:00 am today. 
 
 
Week 2: January 27 
Note: the Abu-Lughod discussion will occur during Week 2 & 4 as the book is very long. 
 
Abu-Lughod, Janet (1999) New York, Chicago, Los Angeles: America's Global Cities, 
Minnesota: University of Minnesota Press. ISBN: 0816633363 
 

New York, Chicago, and Los Angeles—for all their differences, they are quintessentially 
American cities. They are also among the handful of cities on the earth that can be 
called “global.” Janet L. Abu-Lughod’s book is the first to compare them in an ambitious 
in-depth study that takes into account each city’s unique history, following their 
development from their earliest days to their current status as players on the global 
stage. Abu-Lughod clarifies how each city’s global role is—and will be—affected by 
geography, ethnicity of population, political institutions, and tradition of governance. 

 
 
Week 3: February 3  
Note: viewing location is Rm 254, Van Hise Hall. We start at 7:45 am sharp. 
 
Polanski, R. (1974) Chinatown, 131 minutes. 
Note: we will be viewing and discussing a classic film on cities and development 
 

Los Angeles detective Jake Gittes is hired by a woman claiming to be a Mrs. Mulwray to 
spy on her husband. Shortly after Gittes is hired, the real Mrs. Mulwray appears in his 
office threatening to sue if he doesn't drop the case immediately. Gittes pursues the 
case anyway, slowly uncovering a vast conspiracy centering on water management, state 
and municipal corruption, land use and real estate, and involving at least one murder. 

 
 
Week 4: February 10 
Note: Research paper topic titles and 50 word abstracts due in class today. 
 
Abu-Lughod, Janet (1999) New York, Chicago, Los Angeles: America's Global Cities, 
Minnesota: University of Minnesota Press. ISBN: 0816633363 
 
 



GEOG/URPL 505 - Cities & Development 

 

4 

PART II –THE POLITICS OF (RE)DEVELOPMENT & 
 URBAN-REGIONAL GOVERNANCE 

 
Week 5: February 17 
Note: in addition to discussions of the report below, please listen to this Chicago Public 
Radio interview with the report’s principle author (Claire Mahon: 
http://www.wbez.org/content.aspx?audioID=30414), and note that will be hearing from a 
guest speaker in Vancouver this week via Adobe Connect.  The Vancouver Winter Olympic 
Games run from Feb 12-28. 
 
Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions (2005) Fair Play for Housing Rights: 
Mega-Events, Olympic Games and Housing Rights, Geneva: COHRE. Available at: 
http://www.cohre.org/mega-events-report 
 
 
Week 6: February 24 
Mitchell, Katharyne (2004) Crossing the Neoliberal Line: Pacific Rim Migration 
and the City, Philadelphia: Temple University Press. ISBN 1592130844 
 

As wealthy immigrants from Hong Kong began to settle in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, their presence undid a longstanding liberal consensus that defined politics 
and spatial inequality there. Riding the currents of a neoliberal wave, these 
immigrants became the center of vigorous public controversies around planning, 
home building, multiculturalism, and the future of Vancouver. Because of their class 
status and their financial capacity to remake space in their own ways, they became 
the key to a reshaping of Vancouver through struggles that are necessarily both 
global and local in context, involving global-real estate enterprises, the Canadian 
state, city residents, and others. 

 
 
Week 7: March 3  
Note: no class (research paper work) 
 
 
Week 8: March 10 
Goetz, Edward G. (2003) Clearing the Way: Deconcentrating the Poor in Urban 
America, Washington, DC: The Urban Institute Press, ISBN 0-87766-712-8 
 

Over the past three decades, the concentration of poverty in America's inner cities has 
exacerbated a wide range of social problems. School delinquency, school dropout, 
teenage pregnancy, out of wedlock childbirth, violent crime, and drug abuse are 
magnified in neighborhoods where the majority of residents are poor. In response, 
policymakers have embarked on a large and coordinated effort to "deconcentrate" its 
urban poor by dispersing the residents of subsidized housing. Despite the clean logic of 
these policies, however, deconcentration is not a clean process. In Clearing the Way, 
Edward Goetz goes beyond the narrow analysis that has informed the debate so far, 



GEOG/URPL 505 - Cities & Development 

 

5 

using the experience of Minneapolis-Saint Paul to explore the fierce political debate and 
complicated issues that arise when public housing residents are dispersed, sometimes 
against their will. Along the way, he explores the cases deconcentrating the poor, the 
programs used to pursue this goal, and the research used to evaluate their success. 
Clearing the Way offers important lessons for policymakers, activists, and anyone 
interested in poverty in America. 

 
Week 9: March 17  
Brenner, Neil (2004) New State Spaces: Urban Governance and the Rescaling of 
Statehood, Oxford: Oxford University Press, ISBN 0199270066 
 

Neil Brenner develops a new interpretation of the transformation of statehood under 
contemporary globalizing capitalism. Whereas most analysts of the emergent, post-
Westphalian world order have focused on supranational and national institutional 
realignments, New State Spaces shows that strategic subnational spaces, such as cities 
and city-regions, represent essential arenas in which states are being transformed. 
Brenner traces the transformation of urban governance in western Europe during the 
last four decades and, on this basis, argues that inherited geographies of state power are 
being fundamentally rescaled.  

 
 

PART III – CITIES: OBJECTS AND SPACES OF MODERNITY 
 
 
Week 10: March 24  
Note: Research paper title, full single-spaced page abstract, and reference list (10+ key 
academic references) due in class today. 
 
Beauregard, Robert (2003) Voices of Decline: The Postwar Fate of US Cities, 
Second Edition, New York: Routledge, ISBN 04159322386 
 

Voices of Decline is a sweeping history of dominant representations of the American City 
in the twentieth century. Upon its initial publication in 1993, the book was hailed as a 
breakthrough book that introduced discourse analysis and an appreciation of the shaping 
power of representation into American urban studies. Beauregard has identified a 
pervasive discourse of decline about American cities, one that shaped the policy 
response to the perceived "urban crisis" of the postwar era. The discourse also had a 
powerful influence on how Americans viewed their cities. He also considers the 
absences in the discourse regarding race and poverty, and assesses their negative impact 
on both public policy and urban social life.  

 
 

SPRING BREAK (March 27 to April 4) 
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Week 11: April 7  
Robinson, Jennifer (2006) Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development, 
New York: Routledge, ISBN 0415304881. 
 

This groundbreaking book establishes a new framework for urban development. It 
makes the argument that all cities are best understood as ‘ordinary’, and crosses the 
longstanding divide in urban scholarship and urban policy between Western and 
other cities (especially those labelled ‘Third World’). It considers the two framing 
axes of urban modernity and development, and argues that if cities are to be 
imagined in equitable and creative ways, urban theory must overcome these axes 
with their Western bias and that resources must become at least as cosmopolitan as 
cities themselves.  
 
Tracking paths across previously separate literatures and debates, this innovative 
book - a postcolonial critique of urban studies - traces the outlines of a 
cosmopolitan approach to cities, drawing on evidence from Rio, Johannesburg, 
Lusaka and Kuala Lumpur. Key urban scholars and debates, from Simmel, Benjamin 
and the Chicago School to Global and World Cities theories are explored, together 
with anthropological and developmentalist accounts of poorer cities. Offering an 
alternative approach, Ordinary Cities skilfully brings together theories of urban 
development for students and researchers of urban studies, geography and 
development. 

 
 
Week 12: April 14  
Note: No classes during Week 12 (American Association of Geographers Annual 
Conference in Washington DC). 
 
 
Week 13: April 21 
UN Habitat (2009) State of the World’s Cities 2008/2009 - Harmonious Cities, 
London: UN Habitat, available at: 
http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/listItemDetails.aspx?publicationID=2562  
 

Half of humanity now lives in cities, and within two decades, nearly 60 per cent of 
the world’s people will be urban dwellers. Urban growth is most rapid in the 
developing world, where cities gain an average of 5 million residents every month. 
As cities grow in size and population, harmony among the spatial, social and 
environmental aspects of a city and between their inhabitants becomes of paramount 
importance. This harmony hinges on two key pillars: equity and sustainability. 
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Week 14: April 28  
Note: this week’s book should be read in association with this new (November 2009) 
World Bank urban strategy document: http://www.wburbanstrategy.org/urbanstrategy/. 
 
Yusuf, S., and Nabeshima, K. (2010) Two Dragon Heads: Contrasting Development 
Paths for Beijing and Shanghai, Washington, DC: World Bank, ISBN 0821380486 
 

Beijing and Shanghai comprise the axes of China’s two leading urban regions. Their 
economic fortunes will affect the overall growth of China. The economic composition of 
the two megacities differs significantly and the future sources of competitive advantage 
also lie in different areas although there is some overlap. Shanghai with its diverse 
industrial base is the industrial powerhouse of China. Its strongest growth prospects still 
lie in activities associated with manufacturing industry buttressed by improvements in 
the technological and innovation capabilities of domestic firms and supported by the 
deepening of business services. In contrast, Beijing’s future prospects are more closely 
tied to research intensive activities and the services industry. This book explores the 
contrasting development options available to Beijing and Shanghai and proposes 
strategies for these cities based on their current and acquired capabilities, experience of 
other world cities, the emerging demand in the national market, and likely trends in 
global trade. 

 
 
Week 15: May 5  
McNeill, Donald (2009) The Global Architect: Fames, Firms and Urban Form, NY: 
Routledge, ISBN 0-415-95641-2 
 

The Global Architect explores the increasing significance of globalization processes on 
urban change, architectural practice and the built environment. In what is primarily a 
critical sociological overview of the current global architectural industry, Donald 
McNeill covers the "star system" of international architects who combine celebrity and 
hypermobility, the top firms, whose offices are currently undergoing a major global 
expansion, and the role of advanced information technology in expanding the 
geographical scope of the industry. 

 
<><><><> 
 
Format and Evaluation: As noted above, this course is reading and discussion intensive. 
We will do something rare in academia (unfortunately!) – read whole books from start to 
finish, and enter into a relaxed discussion about the ideas contained in the books, as well as 
the context(s) that the books need to be viewed within. In other words, we will be pursuing 
substantive issues, theoretical and conceptual elements, and also approaches to writing about 
cities and the “development” process. 
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I will lead off the discussion of each book, laying the context for our subsequent discussion 
of key themes, debates, ideas, etc. Given the nature of the course I expect every student to 
maintain a steady pace with respect to the course texts.  
 
Book Reviews and Class Participation (50% of grade) 
 
To facilitate this, all students are required to prepare a genuine book review, each week, for 
each of our course texts.  This review needs to be emailed to me before class starts each 
week, after which I will assemble the reviews into one large PDF file and email it back to 
you. 
 
There are many different models to adopt when developing book reviews, and I will outline 
these during Week 1. I also recommend that you collect and read a sample of book reviews 
in journals such as the International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, Urban Studies, and 
Urban Affairs Review. 
 
The book reviews are required because they help spur on discussion, facilitate the 
“participation” of relatively quieter people, force you to complete reading the book on 
time, and enable everyone to take something away from class for their files. Let me assure 
you that students love reading their colleagues’ book reviews – everyone has a different 
insight on each book, yet some commonalities and points of consensus often emerge as 
well. The capacity to write regularly (it gets easier over time, believe me!) is also worth 
developing. 
 
In addition, 2-3 people will be assigned responsibility to help facilitate discussion with me 
each week. The facilitators are required to send me (via email) some prospective discussion 
questions by 4:00 pm on the day before the class (i.e. Tuesdays). I will merge these 
discussion questions with my questions, and bring along a list of discussion questions to 
each class on a 1-2 page handout. 
 
Given how book/discussion oriented this course is, your contribution to discussions, facilitation, 
and the weekly book reviews will be worth 50% of your grade.  
 
Research Paper (50% of grade) 
 
The remaining 50% of your grade is derived from a research paper on the topic off your 
choice (subject to my approval). The paper should be on a theme related to ‘cities and 
development’. I would like you to prepare this paper with the aim of submitting it to a 
professional journal that published urban-oriented work (e.g., Cities, Development and 
Change, International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, Singapore Journal of Tropical 
Geography, Urban Geography, Urban Studies).  
 
In terms of length: 
 
• Undergraduates should aim for a 15-20 page double-spaced paper. 
• Graduate students should aim for a 25-30 page double-spaced paper. 
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In terms of deadlines, note that in the schedule I stated: 
 
• Week 4: February 10 - Research paper topic titles and 50 word abstracts due in class 

today 
• Week 8: March 10 - Research paper title, full single-spaced page abstract, and 

reference list (10+ key academic references) due in class today 
• Tuesday May 11 - The final version of the research paper is due by 5:00 pm 
 
A 10% per day late penalty will be applied against the final paper grade. 
 
Finally, feel free to see me should you have problems with the course material – my door is 
always open so drop by anytime! 
 
 

 
 
London, November 2007 © Kris Olds 
 


