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National Political Economies 



The Global Intelligence Corps (GIC) 

 Very small number of elite architectural and 
planning firms that aspire for prestigious 
commissions in cities around the world. 
These firms tend to be synonymous with 
high-profile charismatic men [except ?] for 
whom architecture and city building is both 
a professional and personal pursuit; a pursuit 
that fully consumes them throughout their 
lengthy careers.  



Zaha Hadid 
http://www.chanel-mobileart.com/?lang=en_eu  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SRSarJSj0rM&feature=related  
http://zahahadidblog.com/movies/2007/07/03/video-interview-with-zaha-hadid  



Joan Goody 

 “The Frank Lloyd Wrights in their capes and 
broad rimmed hats ... came across as being 
the Magus. And these strong men (and their 
clients were men) would allow themselves to 
be beguiled by men, although this was 
somehow a female role which represented 
the artistic "other world." ... When I come to 
the 10 percent leap of faith and I say "Trust 
me, this is the way it will look better, I have 
done many buildings of this size" ... they 
can't quite do it.” 



Jean Nouvel 

 “For me 
architecture is more 
than life itself. I 
would not only die 
for architecture, I 
would kill for it. 
Kill. Kill. Kill for 
architecture.”  



 
Bifurcated profession/
mundane majority… 

 



A ‘Heteronomous' Profession 

On the one hand... 

Ø Idealized 
independent artistry 

Ø Intellectual aims 
and ambitions 

On the other hand... 

Ø Dependence upon 
clients 

Ø Dependence upon 
broader structural 
forces 



Margaret Crawford 

 “Modern professions, rather than simply 
existing as the sum of the professional 
interests of the individual members, instead 
are complex social constructs that structure 
their autonomous identities in relation to 
the specific configuration of the economy 
and society in which they operate. 
Successful professional identities depend as 
much upon devising convincing ideological 
representations of professional practices as 
on the actual practices themselves.”  



Richard Rogers 

 “I am searching for an architecture 
that will express and celebrate the 
ever-quickening speed of social, 
technical, political, and economic 
change; an architecture of permanence 
and transformation where urban 
vitality and economic dynamics can 
take place, reflecting the changing and 
overlapping of functions.” 



Maintaining the Balance in a 
A ‘Heteronomous' Profession 

•  Maintain contact with 
clients 

•  Speak at conferences and 
events 

•  Steady turnover of staff 
(network building) 

•  Construct media 
images…”power is writing 
about power” 

•  International competitions…
applicant and jury 

•  Become an advertising tool…
symbolic capital 

•  Teach in elite universities 



Global Cities and the GIC 

Ø Appropriate clients… 
Ø Highly skilled professional labour markets 
Ø Transport infrastructure (esp., airports) 
Ø State institutions…largesse and contacts 
Ø Autonomous discourse of elite architects 

institutionalized in global cities: 
–  Universities 
–  Media 
–  Fora 



Susan Fainstein 

 “To a greater extent than I initially anticipated when 
starting this research, I found that not just economic and 
political pressures but personality and gender factors 
affect the development industry, and particular 
enterprises strongly reflect the aspirations of men who 
run them. Although women now constitute a significant 
proportion of real-estate brokers, men continue almost 
totally to dominate the major development firms. As I 
have studied the large projects that have changed the 
faces of London and New York, I have been struck by the 
extent to which they have been driven by male egos that 
find self-expression in building tall buildings and 
imprinting their personae on the landscape.” 









































































































Shanghai in the 
1990s 

Source: Sebastião Salgado 
















